Press Brief Basia

On first may on the occasion of labour day, thousands of workers gathered in basia block. For the last 15
days, a signature campaign was being carried out in Basia block as a sign of protest against the non
increment of wages in MGNREGA in this financial year 2018-19. More than 5000 workers have signed
on pieces of dhoti to mark their resentment and protest against the policies of central as well as the state
government. Workers also used this occasion to raise their voice against the huge discrepancies that exist
in the current payment system in MGNREGA.

Through the campaign, verification was also done with respect to rejected FTOs and workers who have
worked for 100 days according to the MIS. 518 FTOs were rejected, out of which 102 cases were
presented to the block for doing a re FTO. Still, however only 11 workers have finally been paid and
others still remain unpaid even after the MIS, which shows that all have been credited. In addition to this,
according to MIS 163 workers seemed to have completed 100 days of work, but 15 families out of these
have not completed 100 days, which the field verification report suggests.

On the occasion of labour day, workers have placed the following demands:

1. Wage rate should be increased to Rs.250.
Annually, workers must get 200 days of work.
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Workers must get paid within 7 days of working. In case of non compliance of the same, workers
must get a compensation of Rs.2000.

MIS should be setup in panchayats.

Aadhar based payment must be removed.

Panchayats should open on a daily basis.

All panchayat functionaries must be recruited at the earliest.

Unemployment allowance pending in Arya and Eitam panchayats must be paid at the earliest.
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The state should take cognizance of the people’s struggle for “ Jan, Jungle, Zameen”.
10 Maternity entitlements should be implemented with no delay as given in NFSA 2013.
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Press Brief Janiamore

A week-long ‘MNREGA Jagrukta Abhiyan’ was carried out from 24-30 April in 7 different Panchayats
of the following two blocks of Bokaro district: Kasmar (Murhul Sudi, Hisim, Durgapur, Baraikalan) and
Jaridih (Araju, Bhaski Beldih). Members of women collectives and watershed committees from these two
blocks formed a group and performed a street play to spread awareness about the various provisions of
the Act in 14 different villages over the one week. One of the motives of the campaign was to ensure that
the labourers in these villages are made well aware about their rights and that they start exercising the
same. Performance of the play was followed by a discussion on the demands to one, raise the wage under
MNREGA from the current Rs. 168 to at least Rs. 230, which is the Minimum Wage specified by the
Jharkhand government and two, to ensure payment within 7 days. This was accompanied by a signature
campaign and a total of 777 labourers and villagers including elected members of Panchayati Raj
Institutes of a few Panchayats participated and endorsed the demands mentioned-above.



Press Brief: Kisko

Slogans of labor in Kisko were chanted where more than thousands labor were gathered on the occasion
of Labor Day in Kisko block, Lohardaga. A signature campaign was being planned and initially started by
labors in Bethat Panchayat further carried out in other Panchayats of Kisko Block. More than hundred
labors in each panchayat participated in the signature campaign in each panchayat since 20" April, 2018.
In Last 10-11 days, around Two Thousands labor showed their sorrow and pain on non increment in
wages in MGNREGA.

1" may was the right time to express their pain for the outer world, which rarely connected with labors in
our country. A two thousand plus workers gathered this day and asked to local/State and Central
Government about their ignorance towards Indian pillar maker. They also rose raise their voice against
the huge discrepancies that exist in the current payment system in MGNREGA. In addition to this,
according to MIS 188 workers have completed 100 days of work, but out of these 37 families have not
completed 100 days, which the field verification report suggests.

On the occasion of Labor Day, workers placed the following demands

Wage rate should be increased minimum up to Rs.200.
Workers must get 150 days of work annually.

MIS should be setup in panchayats.

Panchayats should open on a daily basis.

All panchayat functionaries must be recruited at the earliest.
Unemployment allowance must be paid at the earliest.
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Workers must get payment within 7 days of their work.
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